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CHINASKI 
the band who almost made it 

Carl Howell is dead, passing like a wave through the lives of his friends. A 

brilliant singer, a loved son, a hated rival, a meal ticket, a soulmate, Carl means 

different things to different people, how can they continue without him? Chinaski 

takes a look at the music industry, the fans and the vampires, and asks, what 

can we really know about our icons?

About the Author:
The only child of parents who worked at a top security 

psychiatric hospital, Frances Vick grew up receiving 

disquieting notes and presents from the inmates. 

Expelled from school, she spent the next few years on 

the dole, augmenting her income by providing security 

and crewing for gigs, and being a medical experiment 

guinea pig. Later jobs included working in a theatre in Manhattan, teaching 

English in Japanese Junior High Schools, and being a life model in Italy, before 

coming back to London and working with young offenders and refugees. 

Chinaski is her first novel.
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Advance Information 
Sheet 

•	 Set in the late 80s/early 90s, during the last gasp of youth subculture, 

before rave culture came along and made people like each other, before 

brit pop made indie music mainstream. 

•	 Realistic depiction of the independent music scene.

•	 Presents the seamier side of the music industry – the hangers on, the 

bloodsuckers, the human wastage and the drive for infamy long before 

reality t.v.

•	 The main characters voice is not heard – instead it is told from the point 

of view of the girl friend, the band member & the music journalist.

•	 Deals with the re-invention of self, the denial of your roots due to the 

need to fit in, to find your niche and to be accepted.

•	 Portrays the mystique of the lead singer; that giddy elation when you go 

to a gig; the swapping of music; that excitement when you discover a 

new band - that stuff doesn’t die.
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